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Good morning. It’s wonderful to see so many people here for a ribbon cutting –  

something that, thankfully, still requires no co-pay. 
 
Nineteen years ago this July, we celebrated the opening of this Center for Cancer Care. 

Harold Alfond was with us then, in the last summer of his life, wearing his pink sweater, 
surrounded by the fine men and women of MaineGeneral, fellow cancer patients, donors, family, 
and friends.  

 
Many of you here this morning were with us that beautiful summer day. 
 
Harold was beaming with pride at what the people of Central Maine had accomplished –  

by coming together – to build a regional, state-of-the-art center for treating a disease that has 
taken so much from so many. It was a joyous occasion because there was real hope: hope for 
better care, longer lives, and improved quality of life. 

 
Today, all of us at the Harold Alfond Foundation are proud, as I know Harold would be, 

to have contributed to this expansion.  
 
And we are proud of all that has been accomplished since that July day in 2007 and the 

wonderful team effort that has gone into this expansion – an expansion that was and is needed 
not because cancer is winning, but because treatment is winning – and with every win comes 
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longer and better lives. Joy and hope are with us this morning, just as they were that morning 19 
years ago. 

 
So, on behalf of the Foundation, our thanks to all of you who made this expansion 

possible – and most especially to the extraordinary men and women who work here day after day 
to comfort, cure, and support patients and their families. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Harold Alfond had a special dislike for lawyers and long speeches. Well, I used to be a 

lawyer – I can’t help that. But in Harold’s honor, I will try to keep at least one of those things 
under control this morning. 

 
An occasion like this calls for some history. So let me offer a brief history of this Center, 

and how from life’s journeys and challenges, dreams can unfold – and even come true – even 
when it comes to cancer care. And how that has happened here.   

 
Where we stand today used to be a golf course – Brookside, it was called. 
 
Down the road from the golf course, Harold and Bibby Alfond spent their summers on 

Great Pond, often driving past this place enjoying the view of lush green grass, fairways, fields, 
and flowers. 

 
One summer, Harold’s friend Lew Hayden fell on hard times and needed a place to stay.   
 
So Harold and Bibby welcomed him, putting him up at their Great Pond camp – a favor 

Lew would return years later. 
 
As the years passed, Lew prospered. And so did Harold.   
 
In November of 1993, Harold sold Dexter Shoe. But soon thereafter began his own battle 

with cancer. He was treated at Thayer Hospital where the misery and challenges of the disease 
were not well served by the windowless basement environment where treatment was 
administered. 

 
By the year 2000, MaineGeneral leadership saw cancer afflicting more Mainers and set 

out to improve both access to care and the environment in which it was delivered. So, they 
approached Harold for help. With Harold, together, they imagined – no dreamed – of something 
better, much better.  
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They imagined a beautiful center where the misery of cancer would be lifted and matched 
by scenic beauty, accessible world-class care – all close to home.   

 
Where to build this new center, they asked?   
 
In 2005, as their dream held firm, the golf course – Brookside Golf Club – went broke 

and the land where this center sits today was sold at auction to a highly successful businessman.  
His name: Lew Hayden. 

 
It’s time for Lew to return the favor, Harold thought. And at Harold’s urging, return the 

favor Lew did – conveying all 160 acres of this site – 60 acres of which was an outright 
philanthropic gift.   

 
Together with contributions of hundreds of Central Maine donors, the grant and bonus 

payment of Harold Alfond’s foundation, wonderful contractors, and a dedicated team of medical 
and health care professionals of the finest kind, the dream of this center became a reality. 

 
For 19 years, that reality has brought hope, healing, and quality of life to thousands. 
 
And this morning, we again stand at a point where dreams meet reality.   
 
But the dream now is bigger and bolder than ever. Advances in oncology –  precision 

medicine, genomics, AI – are accelerating with extraordinary speed and with that still greater 
hope and promise.  

 
And all of you here this morning are part of turning that dream, hope, and promise into 

reality for the thousands of patients who will come here in the days and years ahead.   
 
Accessible, world-class care, close to home, by the finest of professionals. What could be 

better than that? 
 
Well, perhaps someday cancer will be totally defeated, and this place will become, once 

again, a golf course.   
 
At today’s construction costs, it might be the most expensive 18 holes in America. But 

we will take it, won’t we.  
 
In the meantime, on behalf of the Harold Alfond Foundation, thank you for supporting 

the unfolding dream and reality of this place. 


