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Harold Alfond Foundation Awards $3.4 Million to Maine Maritime Academy  
For Engineering Scholarships and ABS Center  

 

CASTINE, Maine—Dr. William J. Brennan, President of Maine Maritime Academy, announced 

today that the college will receive $3.4 million in gifts from the Harold Alfond Foundation to 

support two major initiatives at the college. The Foundation will give $1 million toward the 

construction of the ABS Center for Engineering, Science, and Research, and $2.4 million for the 

establishment of the Harold Alfond Engineering Scholarship for engineering students.  

“We want to support students pursuing an engineering degree who may not otherwise be able to 

afford an MMA education,” said Gregory Powell, chairman of the Harold Alfond Foundation. 

“We are also investing in infrastructure that will support engineering instruction and research 

that will enrich the student experience.”  

“Finances are one of the major obstacles to a college education,” said MMA President William J. 

Brennan. “With the support of the Harold Alfond Foundation, we can directly affect positive 

outcomes for students who want to pursue a Maine Maritime Academy engineering degree.”  

Maine Maritime Academy will name its engineering program the Harold Alfond School of 

Engineering to acknowledge the continued dedication and support of the Harold Alfond 

Foundation to the college and its students. 

Founded in 1950, the Harold Alfond Foundation furthers the philanthropic legacy of Harold 

Alfond, the founder of Dexter Shoe Company and a longtime supporter of Maine communities in 

which he and his family worked and resided. Harold Alfond awarded matching challenge grants 

to organizations to build community partnerships and to inspire and leverage additional giving 

by others. He ensured that his philanthropy would live on by committing nearly all of his wealth 

-more- 



to the Foundation, which continues to support charitable causes in the State of Maine. For more 

information, visit haroldalfondfoundation.org. 

Maine Maritime Academy is a co-educational, public college on the coast of Maine offering 18 

degree programs in engineering, management, science, and transportation. The college serves 

approximately 950 undergraduate and graduate students in career-oriented programs of study. 

Maine Maritime Academy was ranked the #1 Best Public College on Money magazine’s Best 

Colleges list released in August, 2014. The college’s persistence, retention and graduation rates 

are well above national averages, and the job placement rate is in excess of 90 percent within 90 

days of graduation. For more information, visit mainemaritime.edu.  
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